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The Nebraska Pennsyivania Dutch Colony as a Religious Legacy:
An Autocritographic Account
This paper 1s an effort to understand how the spiritual life of the Nebraska
Pennsylvania Dutch Colony, my mother’s family, was affected by the expericnce of the
Great Plains. Also, it is about my own religious life in that [ am a product of the
“Nebraska Colony.” It derives from a process of self-exploration enabled and made
credible by the development of autobiographics as a theoretical perspective. Using
phenomenological categories I will explore ways in which my own expericnces derive
from and help to elucidate the ongoing religious impact of this group of German Plains
settlers. The dominant motif1s the way in which mvthologies and social constructions of
space have been modified by the Plains experience. But in the process of writing it has

emerged that this 1$ very much a story about the contrast of personalities between my 3™

great-grandfather Gottlieb and my 3 great-grandmother Margaret and the way in which
these personality types also stand as spatial metaphors. Gottlieb was stern and opposed
to laughter; he represents a closed and restrictive construction of space. Margaret was
accepting, playful and full of laughter; she represents an open and exploring construction
of space. (Indeed, a style of spirituality more indicative of the Plains.)

Margarct and Gottheb’s story begins in Wurttemberg Germany when two of their
relatives, brothers John and Gottlieb Heim, spent 1803 in prison for refusing, on religious
grounds, conscription into Napoleon's armies.’ Accounts name them, their relatives and
friends as “Reformed™ Lutherans and they appear in the records of German Lutheran
(Ivangelische) Churches® We must take the notation “reformed” to indicate not the

influence of Calvinism, but Anabaptists and the German popular movements looscly
































































































